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1» the entranoe to Tentspils (557-23, K21-33} harbor appears to be lained, for ^ps mmt 
GXiteT the port throng a narrow channel wMch penults passage of only one ^ip at a 
ti»e« A trawler is permanently stationed at the mouth of this channel, which is marlDad 
with bt 2 oys« the harbor extends in an east-wst direction along the mouth <f the Venta 
Rimsr, .and its capacily is increased by two long breakwaters. Bort installations are 
constructed along both sides of the cdiannel and mouth of theriver, but only the north 
side of the harbor is used by coiaiierclal 'vessels* the entire southent sector of th<f? pcxt 
is reserved for use by the Soviet Kavy. 


2» Approximately 150 me'ters from the channel, and some 500 meters on 'the north side of 
the entrance to the port, is located a newly-conatmcted wcx)den observation tower. 
This tower appeared 'to be about 40 me'ters hi^. A new factory is being built near 
this 'tower^ between it and the Yentspils railroad s'tation. The factory bu ilding is 
already roofed, but is not yet in use* Mbichlnery idiich is to be tiaed in the buil din g 
is around 'the building awaiting installa'tion* 


There are at least 23 diesel-mo-tored cranes in the nor-tbam, or cosnercial, sector of 
the port, has railrx>ad oonimctions with the Yentspils railroad station. Yarious 

1 iniiiiiiTigft are located in this same sector of 'the port. During the five 


I In poT' 


«gTfiQ5yrR0Y . and a small Bplish v essell 


lonly two merchant ships, the 
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three Soviet subnarines tied xxp In the 

southern part of the harbor \ Two of the sulmBrines were moored toge-ther and appeared 
to be identical. They were dark grey and bad sharp, saw-like bows. Ba<* had an 
artillery fieoa located on the foredeck in front of the ^xrret, and tram the turret of 
each submarine there extended a tube nhieh aeemed to be about ime me'ter high and was 
a THTraximatelv as th ic k a s a man*a leg. F 

The third suJ>- 

marine, moored about thirty meters frcaa the o'ther submarines, was aKller than the 
other two. It also was grey* and had an artillery piece mounted on its turret* 


these three submarines resembled 
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Gei^man submarines 


they appeared to be 


constructed in the Soviet Union, using German plans. 


5o Fifteen naval trawlers were tied up at the pier which extends into the harbor, near tti© 
submarines o All appeared to be the same type of trawler that the Polish Navy uses in 
Gdynia*-^ 
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6^ About thirty additional trawlers were mocred approximately 200 meters east of the sub- 
marine So These trawlers were tied up in groups of four[ 


nentlv stationed at the entrance to 

Ventspils channel. 1 



the trawler which guards the entrance resembled 


German trawlers] 

45 meters long, and L 


seen during the war* This trawler appeared to be about 
T it would take a crew of about 40 men. It had 


one fairly large gun on the foredeck, two multi-barreled, anti-aircraft gu ns amidships, 
and a smaller gun on the poopdecko Other equipment on the deck was cover edl 

I The trawler 


had a slip for dropping mines at the sterUo I 



Ventspils appeared to be dirty and extremely poor. There were few food shops, and 
I I long queues waiting, in front of some of the food stores. "^^^^SOXI -HUM 

appeared to| be a s hor t age of fr esh meat, fresh fish, dried meat, sausages, and saoxea 

fish, butQ ^there were plentiful supplies of dried fish. uwka 

vodka was sold at street kiosks. The civilian pop-ulation was poorly dressed, 
appeared to avoid all contact with the foreign seamen. | L 


older Soviet officers with high rank 


I observed on the streets, though it appeared that they did not have their families 

in the area with them. There were fewer younger officers and almost no enlis ted men 


on the street So 


almost 

jyounger 


no young men or women between the ages of 17 and 22 years. | 
officers, enlisted men, and others in this age g2x>up must have been on duty of at work 

]the origij.ial 


Latvian population, appeared to have been deported from Ventspils 
language most often spoken on the streets. 


1 . 


Comments 


Russian was the 
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these trawlers may be vessels which fell 


to the Soviet Union after the war^ especially since they resemble Polish trawlers* 
In 194^^!? bhe Soviet Union gave some trawlers of this type to the Polish Navy. 
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